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APPLICATION FOR RESEARCH ETHICS WAIVER
Research Ethics Waiver Number:




It is accepted that all research needs research ethical clearance. In almost all cases this requires the completion of either or both VUT accepted application forms.  However, there are situations where, beyond scholarly practice, no research ethical concerns are evident.  In this case, the researcher may apply for a “Research Ethics Waiver”.
The following table indicates the research that would be considered for ethical waiver. If your research falls into one or more of these categories, please mark this/these with a X.
	
	CATEGORY DESCRIPTION
	MARK

	1
	Research that engages in archival work, where permission to access the archive is either self-evident (where the archive is in the public domain) or permission has been granted. The application must be supported by proof of permission acquired, where applicable.
	

	2
	Research that uses extant publications to critique arguments made there (in other words the research is by literature review only).
	

	3
	Research using databases that are consulted and that are in the public domain (such as Stats SA).
	

	4
	Research that engages with the law, judgements, with the constitution, with reports in and from Hansard (for example), Government Gazettes and the like.  These would include all government policy documents that are in the public domain. (VUT Policy and related documents do not fall into this category).
	

	5
	Research that engages with the critical analysis of creative work already in the public domain.  The analysis of poetry, novels, films, television programmes, art exhibitions and the like would be good examples.
	

	6
	Other research that is not defined here, but, in the opinion of the research team, has no direct or indirect potential for harm to humans, animals, the environment and the law.  In this case, a strong supporting argument must be made.
	

	7*
	
	



1. (If the applicant considers that the research should be considered for a waiver, but does not fall into 
2. any of the other definitions, the case can be made at 7)

PERSONAL DETAILS

1.1	Surname of Applicant: 		________________________________
1.2	First names of applicant:		________________________________
1.3	Student number/staff number:	________________________________
1.4	Proposed Qualification for Project	________________________________

(In the case of research for degree purposes)

2.1	Project title
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.2	Aim of project summary

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FORMALISATION FOR THE APPLICATION

APPLICANTS

	I have familiarized myself with the VUT Research Ethics Policy and undertake to comply with it. The information supplied above is correct to the best of my knowledge.

	
DATE: ……………………………

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT/PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR……………………………….




SUPERVISOR/PROMOTER

	
DATE: ……………………………………..

SIGNATURE OF SUPERVISOR/PROMOTER (If appropriate) ……………………………...




	RECOMMENDATION OF FACULTY RESEARCH AND INNOVATION COMMITTEE

	
The application is (please tick):
	
	Recommended and referred to the Faculty Research Ethics Committee (FREC) for further consideration 

	
	Not Approved.
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NAME OF CHAIRPERSON: 

__________________________________SIGNATURE:_________________________

DATE     ………………………………………
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